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 The second season first aired on 30 October 2006. The series consists of two 90-minute episodes. History Top Gear first aired
in the UK in October 1977. Originally, the show was presented by the duo of Richard Hammond and James May and Richard

Whitmore. The programme initially consisted of in-car, based road tests, with occasional out-of-car segments, such as
challenges, stunts, or racing (the first out-of-car challenge being a car-to-boat race). Later, the programme became more about

the making of an individual vehicle, although it was still based around Hammond and May's adventures. In 1998, with the
change in format, Clarkson and May still started each episode with Clarkson expressing incredulity that the BBC would

commission a programme about cars, saying that they had commissioned a show about "railway locomotives and testicles and
Big Foot", and adding that he was "out of his depth" and that they would have to "get a better man". With the launch of the
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American version of Top Gear, which used many of the same contestants, Clarkson and May were renamed Richard and Andy.
When Jeremy Clarkson left the show in 2003, the duo was billed as Jeremy Clarkson and Richard Hammond, but the following
year they returned to the title of Richard and James. When Jeremy Clarkson returned to the show in 2005, the title reverted to

Richard and James. The 2006 series has the same team, with the exception of James May. Top Gear has been aired in 106
countries on the BBC's World Service. Since the format changed in 1998, the show has been broadcast in over 22 languages,
including its first, Portuguese, in 1989. In its native UK, the first broadcast in English was in October 1977. The show was

popular with the British public and translated into various languages. In 1998, as it became a global show, the BBC decided to
invite teams from different continents to compete against each other in various challenges. The show now has vehicles tested

from four continents: the United States, South Africa, Australia, and Europe. The series has never been filmed in the Caribbean,
although Clarkson claimed in his 2010 book, My Career in Top Gear, that he had had plans to do so. In 1999, the production

team from the international series moved to Spain to film in the new Top Gear Studios in Madrid, and the show is now
produced in High Definition. In 2009, the production team went to India, which now has 82157476af
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